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Preface

Aru School for the Deaf (ESMA) is a gift from God to the population of Ituri (DRC). It is situated
on the borders of Uganda and Sudan where, it is set up. Before the set up of this school, the
embryo was integrated in the Bunia Eye Project.

It is the outcome of the Pan African Institute of Community Health; University College
“ISPASC”. The University College trains specialists in different fields of Public Health. One of
these fields is Community Based Rehabilitation (CBR). It is in this context that the Director
of ESMA, Mr Ismael Byaruhanga, was trained.

Although its name does not say as much, Aru School for the Deaf not only deals with deaf and
blind children, but also with children with physical disability, visually impaired children and
disabled people affected by HIV/AIDS.

Starting from nothing in 2003-2004, Aru School for the Deaf was originally established to help
young boys who had been abandoned and thus condemned to a life of begging. The number
of 72 boarders in 2008 demonstrates the great satisfaction of parents with the educational
provision of the school. Isn't this the way that blind musicians become independent?

What is the feeling of parents and neighbours towards handicap today? It seems that since
Jesus started preaching on this earth, opinions tend to point out that a curse is the source of
disability or more than that some people attribute it to sins committed by the persons
concerned or their parents.

Thus, the disciples of Jesus in the presence of a blind man from birth asked Jesus : “Rabbi,
whose sin caused him to be born blind? Jesus answered: “His blindness has nothing to do
with his sins or his parents’ sins. He is blind so that God’s power might be seen at work in
him.”

In the minds of all observers in the Community of Aru Territory, it has come up with the
awesome conclusion that nothing is impossible for God in what He has been doing for ESMA.
Thus, for this Community of vulnerable children sent to the school, the curtains which used to
separate them from other valid people have started to be drawn aside. From that time on, their
psychological attitude has started changing and their integration in Society has become a
reality.

The present report presents the summary of activities carried out from September 2007 to
August 2008. Through this, the school has been able to evaluate the reinforcement of its
capacity of work in many aspects and this report has given room to the discovery of both
difficult points and easy ones, in the course of its functioning. It should be pointed out that in
the course of the process of giving educative support to the vulnerable, the Lord was in the
rescue of the school in general.

Lastly, we would like to address sincere gratitude to all who supported ESMA financially and
materially for the promotion of vulnerable people.

President of the Administration Council

I

- 7! *$7 8




1. Introduction
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3. Education of deaf children
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Disease/State

Chronic disease

Disease Control
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Current activities

8. Disability and HIV/AIDS
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The young lady Orudriyo Azabo is seventeen years old and was orphaned at the age of seven. Her physical
disability is due to polio and she never went to school until now.. She is currently six months pregnant after being
sexually violated. For her, this was her first sexual contact with a man, a well-known local man of authority who
visited her one night at around 7:00 pm. Unfortunately, in addition to the pregnancy, she has also been found HIV-
positive. ESMA managed to provide her with a wheel chair in order to facilitate her local mobility..



9. The Community Based Rehabilitation for
Deaf-Blind children
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10. Education of Visual Impaired children
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11.Morbidity Management of people suffering

from lymphoedema (LF)
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Oicha School for the deaf North Kivu Province<
Ephphata Schol for the deaf Buta,
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Ephaphata school for the Deaf Bunia<
ESMA’s staff:
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14. Mechanism for functioning
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Trust (UK), Sulney Field Trust (UK), St Mary’s Dots2Tots (UK), Liverpool
Cathedral, Birmingham Deaf Church (UK), Friends of IPASC Trust (UK)< Funds 1
% (Switzerland), Braille Evangelical Mission (MEB) Switzerland, Oxfam-Québec,
Direct Relief International (DRI) USA, ; !
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15. Personnel
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16. Partnership
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17. Perspective for the future
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